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Black proceassed to Brussojls from London on iiabena fli.-Lt Mo*JH q08„. 

airport at 11:30 am on July 28, 196o/'^/here iio nas met 
by iho Lo.u.,eroial .attache and conducted to his .bo tel, tiad thence to lunch -'-aven by 
bh© ooameroial Attache at rfnich an itoonoralc officer participated, .Followin" the 

lisrifihAnyi- Rr»_ u..ri , . .- ... i. •» uti« 


.aiuOiS Imd a conferGuce with the .Economic Counselor of the 


to .a..poan 0o-.^iUos, Z atGGS7 

Mo™™t!rbv°th°T‘’^“ i^PlloxiPS July 23, „*•, Black was 

^oofflpanlad by the tomeroial dttaoko to a mootlx.g oltft tto Inopootor .Janoral of 


the hiniatry of hoonoraio Affiiirs, 


.Hr. 


-Buyse, 


spoke at some IsiuHdi on t.he 


expresoGd particular' Interest: i.e., eteus beiny 
taken by _ the uel^fxan uove.mrifint to prepEuro Bolyitm iMixatzy for tha increased ' 

Co2^S^^^^h; M «ie.Hbership in the Boonomic 

0o.wuhiby.^.mr. .Buyae said tnat .nis Uoyornment's program consisted of: (l) measures 

aabsSi^riXioat""'T' iUrliament to provide tax inceitiyea and 

“pr According to .Hr. this le.dola- 

incre-elnt't,^ hI: ect in bringing new industries to Belgium and' in 

oroaood xuuJuotirity uhioh to-. .Bayae bollavos hll oLk L. falser 1?*"^ 

th v T !, “ ^«ork o,f tho MX. Produotivlty too not ocaaed to rZ 

ufdle at the same time labor costs in othor countries of the Cormunlty are increasing 
lhoduotiv.iLy in beigium is .losured by the veiy competitive forces of the Bolninn 
market, according to Mr, :[iuy 3 e. 

Hla toiler In tho amoienoy of iolaian induoti-y imtl labor, ha said, is 
oonUrnlad by the trend of Mai ,iaa ai,.,orta to the Uotherlands ainoe I350, at abioh 
.me xuaxaemant toe „ade xxndor the Benelux Iroaty to open the iial.-ian ijket to 

hL rtato!" ‘'uaertn,. fttorea here praeented by ir. a.yse to .a..,, port 
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BiSLCHM 'moms f 0 NfflfmaiMBi. 

BimAis SatftHy tf ftgtliii Aa ■ 


MUttont 9t PgBiliEi 


1950 

Mkohlnes and eleobrio efuipmenl 

27* 


fransport material Inoluding automobilis 

5*4 


Machines and eleotrio equipment 

96a 

transport material inoluding automobllei 

8.0 

1952 

Macaiinei and eleotrlO eq,uis>n«nt 

55.4 

franspiurt material inoluding automobiles 

7.8 

1955 

laohihes and elsotrlb s^uipmtnt 

55.x 


transport material inoluding automobiles 

15.9 

1954 

Marines and eleotrio •qtdipmsnt 

42*5 


franspMTt taaterlals inoluding automobiles 

19.6 

X955 

lilaohineB and eleotrio equipment 

55.4 


Transport materials inoluding automobllss 

55.8 

195^ 

Maohlnes and sleotrlo sqiUlpmSnt 

67*2 


Transport materials inoluding automobiles 

62.5 


# # * « « 


l«igiu»'8 «x^0rienoe with S^ntluft hai xreaiauvtd the Ministry of Eoonoinio 
Affalra at to Bal^um^'a abilltgr to oope with th# inoaraasad oompetition antiolpatad 
within the framework of the European Eoonomlo Cdmmuilty* 

I'he meettnf with Mr* Buyae was followed by a brief talk with Mr* Koltkanpy 
Bireotor of the Offioa for Inwettment in the Ministry of Eoonomio Affairs* 
lie. Ilolldcamp dlsoussed the Belgian Government program for attraotlng Amerioan 
investment to Belgium and expressed his satisfaotlon with the results aohievsdf 
whioh in his oplnioni would provide Belgium with new and more oompetitive 
industries as well as new export produots* This, in his estimationt, will replaoe 
the iiwvi table loss of traditional exporte related to the deollne of the Belgian 
ooal Industry* He also aseured us that Belgian exports to ths Oongo amounted to 
only 2 per o«nt aM the loss of the Congo trade would have only a minimum effeot 
on the Belgian eoonomy* 


Psllowing this meeting at the Ministry of Eoonomlo Affairsn Mr, Blaok and 
the Commeroiai Atta^i had lunoh with Mr* Haulot» Commissioner for tourism in 
the lel^an Govemmeoit. Mr* Haulot provided some advioe as to how the United Statec 
Covarnment should prooeed in developing European interest in "fravel to U.3«^ 
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' From Brasaela 

ifro Blaok esj»re3S0(i the Tiew that bis eosaaittee report wouM Heke.a strong 
reooameniation for Congrsasioiml action designed to provide funds and organica^ 
tion to promote tonrism in the fhis would at the very leasts he said, call 
for the establishment of a UoSo Government tourism office in Brussels under the 
general guidance of the Coimaeroial Attache. 

Following this Imoheon there was a meeting with Mr. Itelvaux^ Eeonoaist of 
the lanque. de la Sccilte Gen^rale^ who provided fe. Hack, wim some statistical 
iKfforaation and data concerned with the Belgian Governmmt*© program for economic 
growth. 

The final meeting of the dajr occurred in the office of the Oommeroisl Attache 
and was attended by ftlr. Fan ■liUppeng; Director for ' Europe ■ of ford' mteraational} 

Mr. Ma^ld,. director general of Caltex of Belgiumi and* Mr. BCgers of'Mbby 
Mcleill and Bibby of 'Belgtxjm. ^All of these gentlemen expressed their views to 
Mr. Black regarding the fut^ire of American business within the Ocmmon Market 
and particularly the future for BS exijorta to Belgium when the higher Gommon 
Market tariffs will be in effect. 


According' to Ir, Tan lAippen^ It is' probable that 'sales of assembled IS 
autoinobiles In Belgium will not decline' any further provided, of courae, that ' 
we will be able to negotiate a reduction in the- Common Iferket tariff of per 
cent of the newly agreed KEG rates and that a 10 pero^ tags point differential 
will be maintained between complete cars and parts for assemblyc 


Mr. Bogers, on the other hand, feels quite pessimistic about the, future 
of .American firms importing oanned fruit and vegetables. Caltex is uncertain 
because of the un#oided Gommon Market tariffs applicable to petroleum prcducts. 
ut in spite of this considers that the long term outlook contains some prospect 
for growth of sales in the Belgian market. 

V * no further need for the Commercial Attache after this meeting 

but aeoided to remain one more day for sight seeing. He left on July 31 . 
flight Bo, SB 678*1 10*05 for DusseMorf/Bonn* 


Far the Ambassadors 


’■ y'' / 

■Marshall i. , Smitli ' 
Conuaeralal Attache 
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